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Maximizing Social Security

A Winning Approach!

Cramer & Rauchegger was ranked amongst the top three �inancial 
planning �irms in Central Florida by the Orlando Business Journal in its 
2013 survey of top planners; recognized by Orlando Magazine for 
extemporary service; and was rated as one of Orlando’s top wealth 
management �irms by the National Association of Board Certi�ied 
Advisory Practices, who also awarded the �irm 1st place in the category 
of risk management.

A comprehensive approach to 
wealth management. 
A progressive investment 
philosophy.
A �irm built on the foundations of 
long term personal relationships.
A real “team practice,” every 
client enjoys the advantage of 
dual guidance.
A member of the National Ethics 
Bureau. 

Securities offered through Kalos Capital, Inc., Cramer & Rauchegger, Inc. is not an af�iliate or subsidiary of Kalos Capital, Inc.

A true passion for making a difference in people’s lives!

800 N Maitland Avenue, Suite 204, FL 32751
T: 407.645.4433, E: info@cramerandrauchegger.com

www.cramerandrauchegger.com

Tom Rauchegger (left) & Scott Cramer

NeighborhoodNewsNeighborhoodNews

By Tom Rauchegger, Co-Founder of Cramer & Rauchegger, Inc.

Social security benefits are not intended to be your only source 
of income when you retire. You may need other savings, invest-
ments, pensions or retirement accounts to live comfortably once 
you enter retirement.

Your social security claiming decision can affect the benefit 
payment you will receive in retirement.  Although it might be 
tempting to sign up early at age 62, it might mean your monthly 
payments will be permanently reduced.   This decision could 
dramatically affect your retirement finances for the rest of your 
life.  As retirement planners we have compiled a few tips for you 
to maximize your social security benefit payments:

Know your full retirement age:  Just as you know your birthday, 
you should know the age at which you are first eligible for unre-
duced social security benefits.  Your full retirement age varies 
depending on your birth year, but is typically age 66 or 67.  For 
more information you can visit www.ssa.gov . 

Consider delaying your claim:  You can increase your monthly 
payments by waiting to claim your social security benefit until 
age 70.  While not everyone statistically will come out ahead by 
waiting until age 70 to sign up, it’s worth carefully considering 
how long you expect to live when choosing the optimal date to 
claim benefits.  Remember every year you wait your annual ben-
efit payment will increase by 8%.

Coordinate with your spouse:  Spouses are entitled to up to 50% 
of the higher earner’s social security payment and should make 
their social security sign-up decisions jointly.  After turning full 
retirement age, married individuals can boost their lifetime bene-

fit by claiming spousal payments and later switching to their own 
payments, which will then be higher due to delayed claiming.

Factor in the surviving spouse:  When one member of a married 
couple dies, the surviving spouse gets social security payments 
equal to the higher earner’s benefit.  Married couples can boost 
the amount their spouse will receive by delaying the start of social 
security payments as long as possible and up until age 70.

Avoid paying taxes on your social security income:  
Throughout our working lives we were taxed paying into 
social security.  It just does not seem fair that if you’re 
adjusted gross income, nontaxable interest and half of your 
social security benefit totals more than $34,000.00 ($44k for 
couples) then up to 85% of your social security benefit could 
be taxable.  Keeping your taxable retirement income below 
those thresholds could allow you to avoid paying tax on your 
social security benefit.

In order to optimize social security a number of factors need to be 
considered including income, expenses, health and life expectancy. 

Everyone’s situation is different when it comes to deciding when 
to start receiving social security benefits.  Know your situation 
and maximize your social security benefit payments.

For more information on how to maximize your social 
security benefits please feel free to contact us at Cramer & 
Rauchegger.  You can reach us by phone at 407-645-4433; 
e-mail at info@cramerandrauchegger.com or visit our
company website at www.cramerandrauchegger.com.

Founded by Orlando natives Scott Cramer and Tom Rau-
chegger, Cramer and Rauchegger Inc. is an independent 
advisory firm that specializes in retirement management, 
estate planning and wealth management for high net worth 
clients who are close to or currently in retirement.  

Cramer & Rauchegger, Inc. offers investment advisory ser-
vices through Kalos Manage-ment, Inc., both at 11525 Park 
Woods Circle, Alpharetta, Georgia 30005, (678) 356-1100.  
Cramer & Rauchegger, Inc. is not an affiliate or subsidiary of 
Kalos Capital, Inc. or Kalos Management, Inc.
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